44      Basic Teachings of the Great Psychologists
the case of little Abbie, an example of high-grade feeblemind-
edness similar to many found in the special classes of city schools:
"Admitted to the New Jersey Training School ... at the
age of eleven, Abbie was small for her age, left-handed and
awkward. She always put the same foot forward when going up
or down stairs; she knew her letters but could not read; she could
count to ten; she knew some color and form; and she sang a
number of hymns that she had learned at home. Her sight and
hearing were normal, and she was fond of play. Among Abbie's
more unfavorable characteristics were a bad memory and a poor
power of imitation. She was gluttonous, untidy, untruthful, sly
and profane.
"Three months after her admission she could thread a needle
and sew on buttons, could dust and rub floors a little, had
learned to read A man ran and / see a man (sometimes),
counted to twenty, and, with help, could do such number work
as this:
i    2    3
i     i     i
"For ten years she went to school. Tor ten years', runs the
report, 'her teachers struggled heroically to give her mastery of
something. Little less than marvelous is the optimism and faith-
fulness of those teachers! We see them struggling on month
after month, not in that perfunctory way born of discouragement
or conscious failure, but with that courage and cheerfulness
which comes from grasping at every straw of encouragement, of
progress, of fancied improvement. Had these teachers become
discouraged, we would have to admit that perhaps the result
might be due to that fact. But there is no sign of giving up in
all these years. Within the last few months, however, there has
appeared the feeling that Abbie has reached her limit. She will
be twenty-two years old before long.
" 'To-day she is still small for her age. She can braid cornhusks